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Rude boys.

Any artists that claim as their influences “the loud and the free”, and reckon their music sounds like “the universe” might reasonably be expected to be acid-damaged old hippies. But that’s certainly not the case with Andrew Hung and Benjamin John Power. As F**k Buttons, the pair produce a thoroughly contemporary, thrillingly powerful, nuanced electronic noise threaded with emotion-drenched melody, which variously recalls Neu!, Tangerine Dream, Aphex Twin, Spacemen 3 and Sunn O))), and has seen ATP Records snap them up for the release of their debut album, Street Horrrsing, next month.

Hung and Power have been working together since the end of 2004, when they set out to record “something that would be painful to people’s ears” to soundtrack a film made by Hung. They’ve since retreated from their original rowdy blueprint, as he explains. “We’re both still really interested in noise and its abrasive qualities, as well as the power it has to be provocative in an amusing way. But when we started using melody within the noise, it became more exciting, so we ran with that instead.”

However exciting electronic adventurism may be on record, in the live arena the sight of a couple of boffins hunched over their laptops/decks is far from enthralling, but F**k Buttons have that problem comprehensively nailed. Whenever possible they play on the floor, rather than the stage, Hung working out of a suitcase full of gadgetry and taking the mic to jabber and jump around like an enraged chimp during Colours Move, while Power pounds away on a single drum, using a range of plastic toy instruments to distort his vocals.

The duo are compulsively watchable, connecting to a deep-rooted, pre-linguistic tribalism we all understand. “We don’t set out to say anything,” declares Hung. “We’re literally saying what our unconscious is telling us to say.” As Power reasons, “There’s no reason why the voice can’t be jammed with, like any other instrument. And we’ve found from various blogs and noticeboards that people find us uplifting, but they don’t really know why. Which is nice – it means we’re tapping right into their subconscious.”

Sharon O'Connell 31 January 08

F**k Buttons – Street Horrrsing, released 17 March 08 on ATP.
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